
Chapter  

6.3 
Water Beneath the 

Surface  

You will be able to… 

• Describe the location and movement of groundwater. 

•Identify ways we contaminate our groundwater 

 



6.3  Water Beneath the Surface 

 Much of the water in soil seeps downward 

until it can’t pass through the soil and will 

gather in this location. 

 This area where the water sits 

underground is called the zone of 

saturation. 



6.3  Water Beneath the Surface 

•  Groundwater is the water within this zone. 

•  The water table is the upper level of the 

saturation zone of groundwater. 



6.3  Water Beneath the Surface 

•  Above the water table is soil, sediment, and rock 

are not saturated is the zone of aeration. 
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6.3  Wells 

 A well is a hole bored into the zone of 

saturation. 
•  An artesian well is any formation in which 

groundwater rises on its own under pressure. 
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Environmental Problems 

Associated with Groundwater 

6.3  Groundwater Contamination 

 Overuse and contamination threatens 

groundwater supplies in some areas. 

 Sewage from septic tanks, farm 

wastes, broken sewers. 
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